Preface

The Text, Speech and Dialogue (TSD) Conference 2002, it should be noticed, is now being held for the fifth time and we are pleased to observe that in its short history it has turned out to be an international forum successfully intertwining the basic fields of NLP. It is our strong hope that the conference contributes to a better understanding between researchers from the various areas and promotes more intensive mutual cooperation. So far the communication between man and computers has displayed a one-way nature, humans have to know how the machines work and only then can they “understand” them. The opposite, however, is still quite far from being real, our understanding of how our “user-friendly” computers can understand us humans is not deep enough yet. A lot of work has to be done both in the near and distant future. Let TSD 2002 be a modest contribution to this goal.

The conference also serves well its second purpose: to facilitate researchers meeting in the NLP field from Western and Eastern Europe. Moreover, many participants now come from other parts of the world, thus making TSD a real crossroads for the researchers in the NLP area. This volume contains the proceedings of this conference held in Brno, September 9–12, 2002. We were honored to have as keynote speakers James Pustejovsky from Brandeis University, and Ronald Cole from the University of Colorado.

We would like to thank all the Program Committee members and external reviewers for their conscientious and diligent reviewing work. This year we had a total of 66 accepted papers out of 134 submitted, altogether contributed by 180 authors. It can be seen that this time the competition was quite tough. We thank all of the authors for their high-quality contributions. Generous thanks are due to all the members of the Organizing Committee for their tireless efforts in organizing the conference. We deeply appreciate the help and cooperation of the Chair of the Program Committee, Hynek Hermansky. We would like also to express our sincere thanks to Dagmar Janoušková and Dana Komárková whose dedicated help contributed substantially to the preparation of the conference, and to Petr Sojka for his TEXpertise which resulted in the nice volume with subject index which you are holding in your hands just now. We hope that you will be inspired by the conference and the proceedings, and that the program meets your expectations.

July 2002 Ivan Kopeček, Karel Pala Chairs of the Organizing Committee, TSD 2002

Organization

TSD 2002 was organized by the Faculty of Informatics, Masaryk University, in cooperation with the Faculty of Applied Sciences, University of West Bohemia in Plzeň. The conference webpage is located at http://www.fi.muni.cz/tsd2002/

Program Committee

Jelinek, Frederick (USA), general chair Hermansky, Hynek (USA), executive chair Agirre, Eneko (Spain) Baudoin, Geneviève (France) Ferencz, Attila (Romania) Hajičová, Eva (Czech Republic) Hlaváčová, Jaroslava (Czech Republic) Hovy, Eduard (USA) Kopeček, Ivan (Czech Republic) Krauwer, Steven (The Netherlands) Krishnamurthy, Ramesh (UK) Matoušek, Václav (Czech Republic) Nöth, Elmar (Germany) Oliva, Karel (Czech Republic) Pala, Karel (Czech Republic) Pavesić, Nikola (Slovenia) Petkevič, Vladimír (Czech Republic) Psutka, Josef (Czech Republic) Rothkrantz, Leon (The Netherlands) Schukat-Talamazzini, E. Günter (Germany) Skrelin, Pavel (Russia) Vintsiuk, Taras (Ukraine) Wilks, Yorick (UK)

Organizing Committee

Robert Batůšek, Pavel Cenek, Jan Černocký, Pavel Gaura, Aleš Horák, Dagmar Janoušková, Dana Komárková (Secretary), Ivan Kopeček (Co-chair), Karel Pala (Co-chair), Martin Povolný, Pavel Smrž, Petr Sojka (Proceedings), Marek Veber

Supported by:

International Speech Communication Association